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Abstract

Children’s books have become an important place for showing changes in the environment problems with nature
and how people connect with the natural world. Children s stories do not just show readers the natural world but
often talk about big questions about destroying the environment animals surviving new technology changing and
the chance for a better future. This paper looks at The Wild Robot by Peter Brown The Wild by Piers Torday The
Green Book by Jill Paton Walsh and Hoot by Carl Hiaasen using an approach. Using a way of looking at things
and understanding them the study looks at how the environments shown how things change technology taking
care of the environment being sustainable and imagining the future. The analysis shows that the books challenge
the idea that humans are the most important part of the environment by showing people as part of bigger groups
that include nature. The Wild Robot by Brown makes the difference between technology and nature more
complicated by showing Roz slowly becoming part of an island s world. The Last Wild by Torday shows the effects
of destroying the environment and how animals are in danger. The Green Book by Walsh looks at moving from
nature and how people change after a disaster. Hoot by Hiaasen shows taking care of the environment as a way
to fight against hurting animals. These books ask for being aware of the environment changing working being
responsible and seeing the value of living things. The paper says that children's books can help people care more
about the environment by making ideas about the environment into stories that help young readers think about
nature being responsible and the future in a way.

Keywords: children s literature, ecocriticism, ecology, adaptation, technology sustainability, activism ecological
responsibility, future imaginaries
Introduction

surroundings. Through making up stories children’s

. books can show how connected everything is in
The connection between books and nature has ryting

become very important in how people look at books
these days. Things like the environment getting
worse, animals disappearing and places being
destroyed and whether being technology changing
the world have made people think about where they
fit in the natural world. Books respond to these
changes by not showing problems with the
environment but by thinking about new ways people
can connect with the world that is not human. In this
situation children’s books deserve to be looked at
more because they help young readers learn about
nature animals places being surviving and what
comes next. Children’s stories often put characters
in situations where the environment directly affects
their lives. These stories can show forests islands
rivers animals and other natural places as parts of the
story not as backdrops. They can also question the
idea that people are separate from their

nature and make it feel important.

Ecocriticism is a way to look at these stories As
Cheryll Glotfelty famously defines it in The
Ecocriticism Reader; ecocriticism is the study of the
relationship between literature and the physical
environment. This way of looking at books has
grown into an area of study that looks at people
being the important how to be good to the
environment how things in nature depend on each
other how things that are not human can have a say
where things are what things are made of and how
people think about environmental problems. These
things are especially important for children’s books
because the stories for readers often deal with how
people and nature connect. This study looks at four
children’s books: The Wild Robot by Peter Brown
The Wild by Piers Torday The Green Book by lJill
Paton Walsh and Hoot by Carl Hiaasen. Even though
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the books have places how they tell their stories and
how they handle issues they all care about problems
with the environment and the chance for new ways
of living. They also show ways that people animals
technology and changes in the environment connect.
In The Wild Robot technology comes into a place
when Roz who is an artificial intelligence in a robot
gets stuck on an island. Her slow change to the island
challenges the idea that technology and nature are
opposites. The Last Wild shows a world where
animals are in danger and the environment is being
destroyed which makes people need to fix things.
The Green Book shows what happens after a disaster
and how people try to start over in a place. Hoot on
the hand shows people trying to stop the destruction
of a place where animals live.

This study says the four books show that being good
to the environment is a way of working of a single
solution. The future they imagine depends on
changing working being responsible for the
environment respecting living things and thinking
again about how technology and nature work
together. The books show how children’s books can
take concerns about the environment and make them
into stories that make readers think about their
responsibilities to the world they live in.

Nature and Landscape

Nature in the four books is more than the place
where the story happens. It acts as a living
environment that affects the characters their
relationships the problems they face and what can
happen. The island in The Wild Robot are the
animals in danger. in The Last Wild the changed
planet in The Green Book and the place in danger in
Hoot all show kinds of nature. An ecocritical look at
the books moves the focus from the people in the
story to the places where their experiences happen.
The books suggest that peoples’ lives cannot be
understood without the land, the animals, the
resources and the environment. Nature becomes part
of how people understand who they are and how
they survive.

Ecological Crisis

The problem with the environment shows up
differently in each of the four books. The Last Wild
shows the way of showing the environment being

destroyed through animals disappearing and
suffering. The loss of animals proves a problem in
how people and nature are connected. In Hoot the
problem is more about a place. The destruction of a
home shows how normal things people do can have
effects on animals. The book brings a problem into
a familiar place. The Green Book shows a problem
with the environment. The destruction of nature
makes people leave their homes and try to live. In
The Wild Robot the environmental problem is not as
big. The book keeps showing how fragile living
communities are and how important it is to keep
nature in balance.

Adaptation

Adapting is one of the ideas that connect the four
books. In The Wild Robot Roz needs to learn how to
live in a place she was not made for. Her survival
depends on watching learning being flexible and
working with others. The idea of adapting is even
bigger in The Green Book. A disaster makes people
need to change how they live in an environment.
Adapting becomes a group process that includes
changing how people act how they are organized and
what they expect. In The Wild adapting means
dealing with an environment and knowing that
living can't be separated from helping animals
recover. Hoot shows adapting through how people
act and what’s right as young characters learn to
respond to problems of just accepting what is
already there. Survival in these books is not shown
as something people do alone. The characters
survive because of the people around them. Because
they learn to respond to their environments.

Rozs survival in The Wild Robot depends on her
ability to understand the island. In The Green Book
surviving needs people to work together in a group
that has moved. The Last Wild connects survival
with the survival of animals while Hoot shows that
protecting a place is also protecting the future of the
group.

The books make the idea of survival as competition
more complicated. They say that long-term survival
depends on depending on each other and being
responsible for the environment.

401



Economic Sciences

https://economic-sciences.com \\S i ».

ES(2026) 22, (2), 400-403 | ISSN:1505-4683 ol

Technology

Technology is very important in The Wild Robot.
Roz is a mix of machines and nature. At first her
presence seems wrong for the island. She slowly
starts to act in ways that help her fit into the islands
group. This shows that the usual idea of technology
and nature being opposites is not right. Technology
is not shown as harmful or as a solution to all
problems. Instead, its value depends on how its used
and for what reason.

The other books show things. The Green Book has a
link between disasters and technology. The Last Wild
focus less on technology. Let the problems with the
environment show the choices people make what
they want and what institutions do. Together the
books suggest that new technology needs to come
with being careful about what’s right.

Environmental Activism

Taking care of the environment is very clear in Hoot.
Young people do not sit back when they see their
home being destroyed. Their actions show that
taking care of the environment can start with seeing
a problem and grow into fighting against it. The Last
Wild also shows that protecting nature needs people
to do something. Saving animals is not just about
feeling sorry for them. It needs people to see the
problems and do something to stop things that hurt
the environment.

The importance of these stories is how they show
that children can be part of helping the environment.
Young characters are not just people who get
information. They can see protect speak up and take
part in decisions about the environment.

Sustainability

Sustainability in the books is connected to keeping
things balanced and going on. It means keeping
things in a way that different life forms can keep
living. The books do not offer one way to be
sustainable. The Wild Robot shows living. The Last
Wild shows fixing things. The Green Book looks at
rebuilding after nature is destroyed and Hoot shows
keeping things as they're. This mix is important
because sustainability is shown as a process not a
state. It needs people to keep looking at how things,

in nature're connected and to be ready to change how
they live if it is hurting those connections.

Future Imaginaries

The four books imagine futures that are affected by
problems. They do not completely give in to
sadness. Their stories show ways that things can
change when nature seems to be in trouble. The
Green Book shows what happens after a disaster. The
Last Wild suggests that people can fix their
relationships with animals. Hoot shows that fighting
to protect the environment can stop harm. The Wild
Robot gives a future by having technology and
nature live together. These futures are not perfect.
Instead, they need people to keep changing and
making choices. The important thing is that the
future is not fixed. People can change the way the
environments.

Ecological Awareness through Children’s Novels

One of the things these books do is help young
readers understand problems through stories. Ideas
like kinds of life losing homes changing with the
environment and being responsible for nature
become real when shown through characters,
problems, animals and places. The Wild Robot can
make readers think about the line between
technology and nature. Rozs story shows that to
understand a place you need to pay attention be
flexible and get involved. The Last Wild makes
people aware of kinds of life. What happens when
animals disappear. It helps readers see that peoples’
survival is linked to the survival of creatures. The
Green Book gives a warning about what can happen
when nature is ruined. It shows that environmental
disasters can move people out of their homes, which
challenges the idea that natures separate from
people. Hoot shows that doing something for the
environment can make a difference. The young
characters show that being aware of the environment
can lead to asking questions standing up and
working together. All the books teach about the
environment in a way that’s not facts. Their value is
in the stories and feelings. Readers meet problems
through relationships. What happens because of
them instead of just facts. These books can help
create what is called an imagination. This kind of
imagination helps people see how their actions affect
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systems. It also makes them think about how their
choices affect living things and places.

It is important that these stories do not use fear. The
books have danger and loss. They also show ways to
work together fix things stand up change and start
over. This balance is important for children’s books
because environmental stories do not have to make
kids feel hopeless. They can show that the future is
still up to people.

Conclusion

Looking at The Wild Robot by Peter Brown, The
Wild by Piers Torday The Green Book by lill Paton
Walsh and Hoot by Carl Hiaasen from a view shows
how children’s books can show today’s
environmental problems. Even though the four
se;ected books look at issues in ways they all
question the idea that humans are the most important
in nature. The Wild Robot makes people think about
the line between technology and nature by showing
that learning to live together is a way to understand
the environment. The Last Wild makes people see
how animals are hurt. What happens when nature is
damaged. The Green Book looks at problems
moving people and how humans can adapt to new
places. Hoot shows that saving the environment and
working to protect it is important and that young
people can question things that harm nature.
Through these views the books show connections
between problems in the environment changing,
surviving, technology and being responsible.

The selected novels suggest that a better future
depends not on people controlling nature but on
understanding how everything is connected. Their
stories make people see that peoples’ survival is
linked with animals, places and the bigger
environment. At the time they show characters who
can learn, change, fight against harm and imagine
new ideas. In this way children’s books are more
than introducing topics; they are a place where
people can explore how to care for the environment
and what the future might be. The four selected
novels show that being aware of the environment
starts with changing how people see things
especially realizing that humans are part of nature
not separate from it. Through this view the stories
help build an imagination about the environment

that is based on living being responsible being strong
and having hope, for a future.
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